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The separation of powers
• As the Sovereign and the Governor-

General exercise their powers based on the 
advice of others, the ‘real power’ sits with 
the three branches of government – the 
executive, Parliament, and the judiciary. 

• The separation of powers refers to the 
three distinct branches and their limited 
amount of power, alongside each branch's 
existence and a check and balance over 
the others. 



Parliament / the legislative branch
• Parliament’s job is to scrutinize the policies and 

performance of ministers and agencies.

• Labour is currently the only government party, although 
they have a cooperation agreement with the Green 
Party. 

• Other parties in parliament hold the government to 
account for the decisions they make

• There are three main ways they do this – through 
debate on the budget, through scrutinising government 
bills, and by asking questions



The judiciary
• The judiciary is responsible for decide the meaning of 

words in law and how to apply it to cases before them 
– either criminal or civil cases

• They are responsible for interpreting the law made by 
parliament

• The judiciary operates independently of the other 
branches, although the public service carry out the 
operations that support the judiciary



The executive branch
• The executive branch has two parts – Ministers and 

government agencies

• Cabinet is the main mechanism for ministers to make 
policy and funding decisions

• Decisions are made based on advice from government 
agencies

• After Cabinet has agreed on the policies it wants, 
agencies will put the chosen policies into place - known 
as ‘operationalising’ a policy



Who are the agencies?

• For our purposes, agencies are split into departments 
and crown entities

• Departments are the main source of policy advice for 
ministers – e.g. the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of 
Justice

• Crown entities are typically focused on operationalizing 
policies (including Te Whatu Ora), but some crown 
entities act as an advocate for particular groups (e.g.
the Health and Disability Commissioner) or regulate 
industries (e.g. the Electricity Authority)
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The new system architecture integrates direction-setting, 
planning, funding and monitoring

11



Manatū Hauora 
Workforce 
Focus




